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Education System

Years in School

In general, Japanese students attend
elementary school for six years, junior
high school for three years, and high
school for three years. In contrast, many
Americans attend elementary school for
six years, middle school for three years,
and high school for four years. We still
graduate high school at age 18, but
attend kindergarten, and therefore start
elementary school one year before
students in Japan.

Mandatory Education

In Japan, children are required to attend
elementary and junior high school and,
while most students do go on to attend
high school, it is not required. There is
also a competitive system of entrance
exams to enter high school. In the U.S,,
attending high school is compulsory, and
most students attend the high school
closest to them, just like elementary and
middle school. For most American
students, the first school they select and
then attend is college.

School Events

Homecoming

Less so a single event, Homecoming is a
series of events that all happen around
the same time. In high school, the
homecoming game is the most
important football game of the year.
There are usually many events leading
up to the game, and students and staff
wear their school colors and show their
school spirit. There is also typically a
homecoming dance, in which a DJ is
hired, students dress up, and everyone
dances. Except for the football game,
the student council is in charge of
preparing the events. | was the student
council president in high school, so |
remember being more stressed about
the homecoming dance than most
students, but it was still a lot of fun.

Science Fair

Generally held in elementary or middle
school, science fairs show students how
research works. They have a problem
they want to solve, form a hypothesis,
and perform an experiment to test that
hypothesis. Students typically have to
present the results of their research,
either alone or in groups, by making
models and posters, and setting them
up in a large auditorium or gymnasium.
| remember in 6th grade | designed an
experiment to try and find out which lip
balm was the most moisturizing by
applying one brand consistently three
times a day, at the same time every day,
for a week, taking a week off, then
repeating the process two or three
times with different brands.

ENJOY SUMMER VACTION!

Hello!

This is a photo of me in science class
in 4th grade.

The school year in the US starts in
August or September (depending
on the school), so students right
now are preparing for the new
school year!

| attended American schools from
preschool through university, and |
studied abroad in Japan and taught
at Japanese elementary and junior
high schools for three years, so |
think | know the education systems
in both places well enough to point
out some of the differences.
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