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Characteristics of the 50 states : Northeastern Edition

1. New York
® Named after the British Duke of York. Experts believe it’s nicknamed the Empire
State because George Washington called New York “the seat of the Empire.”
® The birth place of Tom Cruise.

2. New Jersey
® In 1876, New Jersey was nicknamed the Garden State for the huge amount of food
grown there during that time.
® Itis called a diner state because there are over 500 diners.
® The movie Jaws is said to have been inspired by an actual shark accident that occurred
in 1916 along the cost of New Jersey.
® The birthplace of Whitney Huston.

3. Pennsylvania
® The name Pennsylvania combines the Latin words that together mean “Penn’s
woods.” The name was created by William Penn to honor his father.
® [t is the home of the Philly Cheese Steak which is a sandwich with grilled meet and
melted cheese.

® The state where the Gettysburg address by Abraham Lincoln took place.



4. Maine

Maine was nickenamed the Pine Tree State to honor its many white pine trees, which
are the biggest eastern conifers in the United States.

The birthplace of Milton Bradley who made the very first model of the boardgame,
The Game of Life.

Famous for sea food, especially lobster.
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5. New Hampshire

John Mason, an Englishman named New Hampshire after Hampshire county in
England where he’d lived as a boy. He invested in building on the land, but never
went to see it.
Enjoy shopping at 0% sales tax. However, there is still fuel tax and property tax for
the residents.

One of the first states to approve same-sex marriage.



6. Vermont

Vermont’s name comes from two French words: vert, which means “green,” and mont,
which means “mountain.”
The only state without a McDonalds.

Banned billboards along the road to protect the environment. This has been set since
1968.
The birthplace of Bernie Sanders.

7. Massachusetts

The state’s nickname the Bay State may originate from its many bays, or it might
refer to the Massachusetts Bay Company, which was given a royal charter to colonize
the land.

The home of the chocolate chip cookie

At least once a year, the news picks up how the roads are terrible and full of holes.

The birthplace of Benjamin Franklin and John F. Kennedy.



8. Rhode Island
® Rhode Island is nicknamed the Ocean State because it has more than 400 miles of
coastline. Everyone in the state lives within a half-hour drive to the sea.
® The coffee syrup, is a traditional Rhode Island drink made with instant coffee, sugar,

coffee syrup, and milk.
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9. Connecticut
® The name "Connecticut" comes from a Native American word, quinatucquet, roughly
meaning "beside the long tidal river." It refers to the Connecticut River, which cuts
through the middle of the state.
® One of the richest states. It is considered a status of wealth for the rich to go to work

to New York from Connecticut.




