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Wasei-Eigo: A Useful Guide so you aren’t confused in Japan

Outlet (konsento)
It isn’t uncommon for people to ask where the outlet is, especially today where
cellphones are such an integral part of one’s daily life. But in Japan, the word for outlet

is ‘konsento’ which sounds a lot like the English word, ‘consent’.

Buffet (baikingu)
I don’t know about you, but I'm a sucker for buffets. I mean who doesn’t? So, I guess it
makes sense that the Japanese word for buffets sound like ‘Vikings’. I mean we all like

Vikings, right?

Earring (piasu)

Japanese society is a bit stricter on the piercing your ear rule than America. In fact,
many elementary, middle, and high schools don’t allow it. So in Japan, there is a large
selection of clip on earrings, and those are called iaringu, which sounds similar to
earring. But the word for the earrings that we are accustomed to is piasu, which comes

from the English word pierce.

Nail Polish (manikyua)
We all love a good manicure, and we need a good nail polish to get that done. Well in
Japan, the word for nail polish is manikyua, which sounds a lot like the English word

manicure. It's probably a package deal.

Apartment (manshon)

When you ask a Japanese person where they are living, and the answer to the question is
mansion, don’t be quick to think of a 10-bedroom house with an indoor pool and movie
theater. The Japanese word manshon, which sounds a lot like the English word mansion,

actually refers to an apartment.

High-Rise Apartment (tawaa manshon)
I'm assuming that tawaa comes from the English word tower. So, in Japanese a high-rise

apartment is tawaa manshon.

Complaint (kureemu)
Kureemu comes from the English word, claim. So, when you hear the word kureemu

from a Japanese person, don’t think the English ‘claim’, but think of it as bad news.
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Sticker (shiiru)

When someone says “I want to buy shiiru,” you may be confused because it sounds like
seal - the cute marine mammal, and you don’t expect people to be wanting to buy seals.
But shiiru comes from the English ‘seal’ not the animal, but the piece of wax that is

stamped on documents.

Laptop (nooto pasocon)
Pasocon comes from the English, personal computer. And nooto comes from notebook.
Therefore, in Japanese, a personal computer that is the size of a notebook is called,

nooto pasocon.

Cheating (kanningu)
The Japanese word canningu comes from the English word, cunning. However, the

meaning of canningu more closely resembles the English word, cheating.



