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Let’s look back on 2016 in the U.S.A.!

As the year winds down to a close, many people take this time to look back and reflect on what has
happened through the course of the year. For the U.S., 2016 was full of shocks and surprises for one, but

a time for new innovations to appear. Here are some of the notable events.

January: The World Health Organization announces the Zika virus outbreak in South and North America
that can cause birth defects and neurological problems.

February: Actor Leonardo Di Caprio finally wins his first Oscar as Best Actor after 6 nominations. In his
speech, he highlights messages such as the threat of global warming.

March: Google's DeepMind artificial intelligence AlphaGo wins Go, the 2,500 year old game, against
Korean grandmaster Lee Sedol 4-1.

April: The influential American artist Prince, the writer of “When Doves Cry” and “Kiss” dies from
accidental drug overdose.

May: Silverback gorilla, Harambe, was shot after zoo keepers feared for the life of the 3-year-old boy who
fell into the enclosure.

June: The American athlete Muhammad Ali, a legend for standing up for his rights and beliefs, dies at the
age of 74. The gay nightclub in Orlando, Pulse, was targeted in a hate crime against LGBT people, and is
recorded as the deadliest mass shooting by a single shooter and deadliest incident of violence against
LGBT people in US history.

July: Pokemon Go, the mobile game where players can catch Pokemon by walking around their
neighborhood, is released by Niantic, sweeping the Western world by storm.

August: Southern Louisiana experienced the worst flooding from prolonged rainfall and is said to be the
worst US natural disaster since Hurricane Sandy in 2012.

September: The new iPhone 7 is released with no ear phone jack but longer battery life, better camera
functions, and water proof.

October: Musician and song-writer Bob Dylan wins the Nobel Prize in Literature. The online craze
Mannequin Challenge spreads, with people such as the Paul McCartney and Michelle Obama, posing as
mannequins in a scene in front of a video camera.

November: Trump becomes president-elect winning the Electoral College but losing the popular vote by
nearly 3 million votes.

December: US army decides it will not allow an oil pipeline to be built in North Dakota, after months of
protests by The Standing Rock Sioux Tribe.

The most shocking news for me is most likely that Trump won the election in November. Clinton won the
popular vote; however, unlike what the media and specialists predicted before the election, Trump won
the Electoral College with a large lead. It was clear that the country is split between what is the best
direction for the country’s future. Going forward towards 2017, as an American, | will be watching closely

whether he will be able to implement the statements he says, and | hope that he will be able to act for the



American people.



