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Measles is a sensitive indicator of inequities in
immunization and health.
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United Nations General Assembly EE{ <

18 September 2000
A/RES/55/2

United Nations Millennium Declaration

The United Nations set eight goals for development, called the Millennium

Development Goals (MDGs). These goals set an ambitious agenda for improving
the human condition by 2015.

Goal 4: Reduce child mortality
By 2015, reduce by two thirds the mortality rate among children under five

The main indicators for progress towards this goal are:
- Under—five mortality rate;
- Infant mortality rate;
- Proportion of 1-year—old children immunized against measles.
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WHO-UNICEF Joint Statement on Strategies to Reduce

Measles Mortality Worldwide

Strategies for achieving and maintaining interruption of indigenous
measles transmission Pr—
Goal

o/ Achieve and maintain interruption of indigenous measles transmission in large
geographical areas.

1. Routine immunization — achieve very high (i.e. > 95%) immunization coverage (in each
district and nationally) with the first dose of measles vaccine administered through
routine services.

2. Second opportunity for measles vaccination — to maintain the number of susceptible
population below the critical threshold for ‘herd’” immunity.

3. Measles surveillance — investigation and laboratory testing of all suspected measles
cases (case-based surveillance). Isolation of measles virus should be attempted from all
chains of transmission.

4. Improve management of complicated cases — including vitamin A supplementation
and adequate treatment of complications.

Amaeticen
Rod Cross

WHO/V&B/01 40 WHO~UNI’C‘EF‘ ~HE
Distr.:.General M EAS LES 0”,3132%552‘53%:%%5’:%&”
UNICEF/PD/Measles/01

INITIATIVE WORLDWADE
December 2001 .

WHO-UNICEF Joint Statement on Strategies to Reduce
Measles Mortality Worldwide
Strategies for achieving sustainable reduction of measles mortality

Goal

¢ Reduce the number of annual measles deaths by half by 2005.
1. Routine immunization — achieve >90% routine vaccination coverage (in each district
and nationally) with at least one dose of measles vaccine administered at 9 months of
age or shortly thereafter.

2, Second opportunity for measles vaccination — for all children through routine or
supplemental activities.

3. Measles surveillance — establish effective surveillance for measles to report regularly
the number, age and vaccination status of children contracting or dying from measles, to
conduct outbreak investigations and to monitor immunization coverage.

4. Improve management of complicated cases — including vitamin A supplementation

and adequate treatment of complications.

FUNITED NATIONS
%», OUNDATION

Americen
Red Cross

RIS S (World Health Assembly). WHODBREEBREHETHY . @MBETER
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56t World Health Assembly
WHA56.20

28 May 2003

Reducing Global Measles Mortality

1. URGES Member States:

(1) to implement fully the WHO-UNICEF strategic plan for measles mortality reduction
2001-2005 in countries with high measles mortality within their national immunization
programmes;

(2) to provide the financial support necessary for full implementation of national
immunization programmes in which the strategy to reduce measles mortality is embedded,
including measles vaccine for routine and supplementary immunization activities and
strengthening of epidemiological and laboratory surveillance for measles and other vaccine
preventable diseases;

(3) to use the strategic approach of reducing global measles mortality as a tool for
strengthening national immunization programmes, with special emphasis on improving access
to immunization services, ensuring safe immunization practices, and enhancing human-
resource capability, laboratory networks, epidemiological surveillance and cold—chain
systems;




WHAS56.20

2. REQUESTS the Director—General:

(1) to work with Member States through regional offices to strengthen national immunization
programmes and disease—surveillance systems, using the status of measles control as one
of the leading indicators of progress in reducing child mortality;

(2) to strengthen partnerships at global, regional and subregional levels with UNICEF and
other international bodies, nongovernmental organizations and the private sector to mobilize
the additional resources needed to impiement fully the WHO-UNICEF strategy for the
expanded programme on immunization and measles mortality—reduction strategies;

(3) to report to the Fifty—seventh World Health Assembly, through the Executive Board, on
progress made in implementing this resolution.

WPR/RC54.R3
Global Alliance on Vaccines and Immunization and other partners;
1. DECIDES that, in the Western Pacific Region, measles elimination and hepatitis B
control should be the two new pillars to strengthen the EPL
2. CONFIRMS that measles elimination should be a regional goal and that the
establishment of a target date should be made at the earliest opportunity and should be
based on an annual review of progress;
3. FURTHER CONFIRMS that the objective of hepatitis B control programmes should be
HBsAg prevalence of less than 1% in five—year—olds born after hepatitis B immunization
started;
4. ENDORSES the Westermn Pacific Regional Plan of Action for Measles Elimination and

the Western Pacific Regional Plan to Improve Hepatitis B Control through Immunization;

WHO Regional Committee for the Western Pacific
54th session
8-12 September 2003

WPR/RC54.R3
Expanded programme on immunization: measles and hepatitis B

The Regional Committee,

— Mindful of the high burden of disease, disability, and deaths from vaccine—preventable
diseases, especially measles and hepatitis B;

- Aware that this burden could be very significantly reduced by use of available vaccines
that are safe, effective and inexpensive;

- Noting that in some countries there is a lack of laboratory capacity for confirmation of
measles cases;

~ Recalling resolution WHA56.20 on global reduction of measles mortality;

- Noting that 95% population immunity is essential to achieve measles elimination;

— Recognizing that some countries have made significant progress towards achieving this
level of immunity;

WPR/RC54.R3
Global Alliance on Vaccines and Immunization and other partners;
5. URGES Member States:
(1) to develop or strengthen national plans for measles elimination and hepatitis B control
as part of overall plans for immunization services;
(2) to use measles elimination and hepatitis B control strategies to strengthen EPI and
other public health programmes, such as prevention of congenital rubella syndrome;
(3) to offer, in principle, all children two doses of measles vaccine, taking into account
local situations, so that the 95% population immunity of each birth cohort can be achieved
and maintained in every district;
(4) to develop or strengthen measles surveillance systems and laboratory confirmation of
cases;
(5) to ensure that at least 80% (ideally 95%) of each birth cohort in every district receives
three doses of hepatitis B vaccine by the age of 12 months, except in countries where a
highrisk approach (i.e. immunization for babies of carrier mothers) has been shown to be
effective;
(6) to improve the quality of routinely reported immunization coverage data and to
monitor both immunization (including timely scheduled birth dose of hepatitis B vaccine,
i.e. within 24 hours of birth) and disease data at district level in order to improve
programme management;




WPR/RC54.R3
Global Alliance on Vaccines and Immunization and other partners;
6. REQUESTS the Regional Director:
(1) to further strengthen technical cooperation with Member States, in particular the
improvement of immunization coverage and surveillance, including strengthening
laboratory capacity in the Region, in order to achieve measles elimination and to improve
hepatitis B control;
(2) to seek the additional resources required to support these activities;
(3) to report on progress regularly to the Regional Gommittee and to propose a target
date for regional measles elimination in due course.

WHO WPRO Field Guidelines for Measles Elimination
3.1 Operational definition and indicators for ‘elimination’
Interim criteria are proposed for an operational definition that a country or area has
achieved elimination (see Glossary). Regional experience may lead to modifications of
these definitions when the target date for regional elimination is set. The following
interim criteria are proposed:
(1) less than one confirmed measles case reported per million population per vear
(excluding imported cases) — not applicable in countries with less than one million
population;
(2) excellent surveillance with comprehensive reporting and investigation of all fever and
rash cases and chains of transmission, as demonstrated by:
(a) at least one suspected measles case reported per 100 000 population per vear in
at least 80% of districts (or equivalent, as used for AFP surveillance);
(b) serum samples adequate for detecting measles IgM collected in at least 80% of
suspected measles cases (excluding from the denominator cases that are
epidemiologically linked to a laboratory—confirmed case); and
(c) viral isolate obtained from every confirmed chain of transmission (for genotyping
to help identify source of virus); and
(3) maintaining 95% immunity to measles in each cohort in every district, as
demonstrated by:
(a) at least 95% coverage with two doses of measles—containing vaccine; and
(b) importations lead only to small outbreaks (< 100 cases, < three months duration).
The key issue is having adequate quality surveillance, as otherwise measles
transmission may not be detected (see Surveillance, Section 5).

WHO WPRO
Field Guidelines for Measles Elimination
2004

The Western Pacific Region is now moving towards measles elimination. These
guidelines provide guidance for countries to implement the Western Pacific Regional
Plan of Action for Measles Elimination as urged by the 2003 Regional Committee
Meeting resolution (R54.R3).

GLOSSARY

Measles elimination is a dvnamic situation in a large and well-populated
geographical area where endemic measies transmission does not occur and
where importation of measles virus does not result in sustained transmission.
All isolated cases and chains of transmission should be linked to importations.

To maintain elimination, high population immunity must be maintained through
appropriate measles immunization.

WPR/RC56.R8
23 September 2005

Resolution

Measles Elimination, Hepatitis B Control and Poliomyelitis Eradication

1. DECIDES that the Region should aim by 2012:
(1)_to _eliminate measles;
(2) to reduce the seroprevalence of HbsAg to less than 2% in five year—old children
as an interim milestone towards the final regional goal of less than 1% HbsAg;

2. URGES Member States:
(1) to develop or strengthen national plans for measles elimination and hepatitis B
control, as part of comprehensive multi-year plans for immunization services to
enable achievement of the twin regional goals;
(2) o regularly monitor the implementation of activities under measles elimination and
hepatitis B control plans;
(3) to maintain polio~free status by sustaining high—quality acute flaccid paralysis
surveillance and high immunization coverage of polio vaccines;

3. REQUESTS the Regional Director:
(1) to further strengthen technical cooperation with Member States and seek the
additional resources required to support country and area activities to achieve the
measles elimination and hepatitis B control goals;
(2) to report regularly to the Regional Committee on progress towards measles
elimination and hepatitis B control.



WHO/UNICEF
Joint Statement

BLOBAL PLAN FOR REDUCING
MEASLES MORTALITY 2008-2010

WHO/IVB/05.11 and UNICEF/PD/Measles/05.01
January 2006

WHO/UNICEF Joint Statement
Global Plan for Reducing Measles Mortality 2006—-2010

The WHO/UNICEF global plan focuses on 47 priority countries
that account for approximately 98% of global measles deaths.

Goals

Across countries and continents, the success of the measles mortality reduction strategy
demonstrates that the strategy works and that by the end of 2005 priority countries can
cut measles deaths in half. Building on this achievement, the global goal now is to reduce
annual global measles deaths by 90% by 2010 from 2000 estimates. In 2000, the UN
Millennium Summit set a goal to reduce the under—five mortality rate by two—thirds
between 1990 and 2015. Routine measles vaccination coverage is used as an indicator
and measles mortality reduction is an important step towards achieving this goal.
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Measles vaccines: WHO position paper

In accordance with its mandate to provide guidance to Member States on health policy
matters, WHO issues a series of regularly updated position papers on vaccines and
combinations of vaccines against diseases that have an international impact on public
health. These papers, which are concerned primarily with the use of vaccines in large—
scale immunization programmes, summarize essential background information on
diseases and vaccines, and conclude with the current WHO position concerning their
use in the global context. The papers have been reviewed by a number of experts
within and outside WHO, and since 2006 have been reviewed and endorsed by WHO' s
Strategic Advisory Group of Experts on immunization. The position papers are
designed for use mainly by national public health officials and managers of
immunization programmes. However, they may also be of interest to international
funding agencies, the vaccine manufacturing industry, the medical community,
scientific media and the public.
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WPR/RC61.R7

3. REQUESTS the Regional Director:

(1) to establish regional verification mechanisms for measles elimination;

(2) to strengthen technical cooperation with Member States to achieve regional

immunization goals;

(3) to seek additional resources to achieve regional goals utilizing frequent

interagency coordination committee meetings and other mechanisms;

(4) to report progress periodically to the Regional Committee.

WPR/RC61.R7
14 October 2010
Resolution
Vaccine Preventable Diseases: Measles Elimination, Hepatitis B Control, and Poliomyelitis
Eradication

1. REAFFIRMS the 2012 measles elimination goal and the hepatitis B control goal and

milestone, and the maintenance of poliomyelitis—free status;

2. URGES Member States:
(1) to commit the human and financial resources necessary to achieve and sustain the
measles elimination and hepatitis B control goals, and to maintain poliomyelitis—free
status;
(2) to develop and implement workplans to ensure high immunization coverage against
measles, hepatitis B and poliomyelitis, and gensitive and timely epidemiologic and
laboratory surveillance to achieve measles elimination and maintain poliomyelitis—free
status;
(3) to report measles and poliomyelitis, and where feasible rubella, surveillance data to
the Regional Office in a regular and timely manner;
(4) to establish an independent national verification process for measles elimination
following the establishment by the WHO Regional Office for the Western Pacific of
standardized regional verification mechanisms;
(5) to accelerate control of rubella and the prevention of congenital rubella syndrome;
(6) to vigorously implement all activities to maintain poliomyelitis—free status;
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3 December 2010 3 December 2010
Monitoring Progress Towards Measles Elimination Monitoring Progress Towards Measles Elimination
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Rubella vaccines: WHO position paper

In accordance with its mandate to provide guidance to Member States on health policy
matters, WHO issues a series of regularly updated position papers on vaccines and
combinations of vaccines against diseases that have an international public health
impact. These papers are concerned primarily with the use of vaccines in large—scale
immunization programmes; they summarize essential background information on
diseases and vaccines, and conclude with the current WHO position on the use of
vaccines worldwide. The papers have been reviewed by external experts and WHO staff,
and since 2006 they have been reviewed and endorsed by the WHO Strategic Advisory
Group of Experts (SAGE) on Immunization. The position papers are designed to be used
mainly by national public health officials and managers of immunization programmes.
They may also be of interest to international funding agencies, vaccine manufacturers,
the medical community, the scientific media and the public.
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Global Measles and Rubella Strategic Plan 2012-2020
MILESTONES
By end 2015
- Reduce annual measles incidence to less than five cases per million and maintain that
level.
- Achieve at least 90% coverage with the first routine dose of measles—containing vaccine
(or measles— rubella-containing vaccine as appropriate) nationally, and exceed 80%
vaccination coverage in every district or equivalent administrative unit.
+ Achieve at least 95% coverage with M, MR or MMR during supplementary immunization
activities (SIAs) in every district.
- Establish a rubella/CRS elimination goal in at least three additional WHO regions.
- Establish a target date for the global eradication of measles.
By end 2020
- Sustain the achievement of the 2015 goals.
- Achieve at least 95% coverage with both the first and second routine doses of measles
vaceine (or measles— rubella~containing vaccine as appropriate) in each district and
nationally.
- Establish a target date for the global eradication of rubella and CRS.
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Global Measles and Rubella Strategic Plan 2012-2020
24 April 2012

GOALS
By end 2015
- Reduce global measles mortality by at least 95% compared

with 2000 estimates.

= Achieve regional measles and rubella/CRS elimination goals.
By end 2020
= Achieve measles and rubella elimination in at least five WHO regions.
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11 May 2012 DecapE:]
Draft Global Vaccine Action Plan

SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDED INDICATORS

Goal-level indicators

Goal By 2015 By 2020
Achieve a world free of | ° Interrupt wild poliovirus e Certification of poliomyelitis
poliomyelitis transmission globally eradication
Meet global and = Neonatal tetanus eliminated in e Measles and rubella eliminated
regional elimination all WHO regions in at least five WHO regions

targets

°

Measles eliminated in at
least four WHO regions

Rubella‘congenital rubella
syndrome eliminated in at
feast two WHO regions
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Globa! Vaccine Action Plan

1. ENDORSES the Global Vaceine Action Plan: VACCINES

COLLABORATION

2. URGES Members States:
(1) to apply the vision and the strategies of the Global Vacecine Action Plan in order
to_develop the vaccines and immunization components of their national health
strategy and plans, paying particular attention to improving performance of the
Expanded Programme on Immunization, and according to the epidemiological
situation in their respective countries;
(2) to commit themselves to allocating adequate human and financial resources to
achieve the immunization goals and other relevant key milestones;
(3) to report every year to the regional committees during a dedicated Decade of
Vaccines session, on lessons learnt, progress made, remaining challenges and
updated actions to reach the national immunization targets;

21st Meeting of the Technical Advisory Meeting (TAG) on Immunization and Vaccine
Preventable Diseases (VPD) in the Western Pacific Region (WPR)
Manila, 21-23 August 2012

Measles Elimination and Rubella Control

Conclusions

The Regional Gommittee in its 2005 meeting endorsed the vear of 2012 as the target
year of measles elimination in the Western Pacific Region. All countries and areas in the
Region have made tremendous efforts to achieve and sustain measles elimination. As a
result, the Region is making rapid and remarkable progress and now is on the verge of
eliminating measles. However, some critical challenges remain to interrupt endemic
transmission eventually in all countries and areas, requiring greater political commitment
and resources and intensified efforts.

The TAG acknowledges the good progress made in the Region towards establishing the
regional verification mechanisms for measles elimination, including criteria, indicators,
structure and processes.

WHAG5.17

3. REQUESTS the Director—General:

(1) to foster alighment and coordination of global immunization efforts by all
stakeholders in support of the implementation of the Global Vaccine Action Plan;

(2) to ensure that the support provided to the Global Vaccine Action Plan’ s
implementation at regional and country level includes a strong focus on strengthening
routine immunization;

(3) to identify human and financial resources for the provision of technical support in
order to implement the national plans of the Global Vaccine Action Plan and monitor
their impact;

(4) to mobilize more financial resources in order to support implementation of the
Global Vaccine Action Plan in low—income and middle~income countries;

(5) to monitor progress and report annually, through the Executive Board, to the
Health Assembly, until the Seventy—first World Health Assembly, on progress towards
achievement of global immunization targets, as a substantive agenda item, using the
proposed accountability framework to guide discussions and future actions.

World Health
" Organization

£

215t Meeting of the Technical Advisory Meeting
Recommendations

The TAG reaffirms the critical importance, based on the 2009 WHO measles vaccine
position paper.

The TAG urges all countries and areas to assess their measles surveillance performance
by province and district, to plan activities to address existing surveillance gaps and to
improve sensitivity and specificity of surveillance, emphasizing case detection and
notification, in—depth case investigation, sample collection for serology and virus
identification (blood and swab), and proper case classification.

The TAG advises that every country and area should comprehensively describe every
measles case and the affected community, including social~economic and service
delivery details, to help guide a decision on rational outbreak control interventions.

The TAG recommends all countries to implement the 2010 TAG recommendation
calling for establishment of Expert Review Committees (ERC) whenever possible,
while clear instruction should be developed to ensure ERC functions properly.




21t Meeting of the Technical Advisory Meeting
Recommendations

The TAG emphasizes that regular risk assessment, adeguate preparedness and response
to measles outbreal (caused by either endemic or imported measles virus) are critical for
all countries and areas to achieve and sustain measles elimination.

The TAG suggests countries and areas to synergize measles elimination and rubella
control activities, through using measles and rubella combination vaccines and integrating
measles and rubella surveillance whenever possible.

The TAG acknowledges the efforts of the WHO measles and rubella laboratory network to
support the regional goal. It encourages network laboratories with pending accreditation
status to be accredited as soon as possible and high performance level of all network
laboratories to be maintained.

Framework for Verifying Elimination of Measles and Rubella

Definitions for verifving measles and rubella elimination

Measles elimination: the absence of endemic measles transmission in a defined geographical
area (e.g, region or country) for 212 months in the presence of a well performing
surveillance system.

Note: verification of measles elimination takes place after 36 months of

interrupted measles virus transmission.
Endemic measles or rubella virus transmission: the existence of continuous transmission of
indigenous or imported measles virus or rubella virus that persists for 212 months in any
defined geographical area.
Endemic measles or rubella case: laboratory or epidemiologically—linked confirmed cases of
measles or rubella resulting from endemic transmission of measles or rubella virus.
Epidemiologically linked confirmed measles case: a clinically-compatible case of measles
that has not been confirmed by a laboratory but that was geographically and temporally
related (with dates of rash onset occurring between 7 and 21 days apart) to a laboratory—
confirmed case or (in the event of a chain of transmission) to another epidemiologically
confirmed measles case

WHO Strategic Advisory Group of Experts (SAGE) on Immunization

6-8 November 2012

F BRI B I A BB S5 & B £ (Strategic Advisory Group of Experts on
Immunization: SAGE) (£, 7O F L OMEHEN S FHIEEDORE S ICESETODERIE
F#EY EIFT.WHO EBEBEICHET S,

Framework for Verifying Elimination of Measles and Rubella
SAGE Working Group on Measles and Rubella
(Draft of 18 October 2012)

Framework for Verifying Elimination of Measles and Rubella

Measles or rubella outbreak in an elimination setting: a single laboratory confirmed case.
Suspected case of measles or rubelfa: a patient in whom a health—care worker suspects
measles or rubella infection or a patient with fever and maculopapular (non-vesicular) rash.
Laboratory confirmed measles case or rubella case: a clinically-compatible case of measles
or rubella that has been confirmed by a proficient laboratory.
Note: a proficient laboratory is one that is WHO accredited and/or has an established
quality assurance programme.
Non—-measles non—rubella discarded case: a suspected case that has been investigated and
discarded as a non—-measles and non—rubella case using (a) laboratory testing in a proficient
laboratory or (b) epidemiological linkage to a laboratory—confirmed outbreak of another
communicable disease that is neither measles nor rubella.




Framework for Verifying Elimination of Measles and Rubella

Criteria for verifying elimination

Three criteria for verifying elimination are recommended based on experience with

assessing measles and rubella elimination in the Region of the Americas. They are:

1. documenting the interruption of endemic measles, or rubella, virug transmission for a
period of at least 36 months from the last known endemic case

2. the presence of a high—quality surveillance system that is sensitive and specific
enough to detect imported and import—related cases, and

3. genotyping evidence supporting interruption of endemic transmission.

All 3 criteria are necessary to verify elimination at the regional level. As some small
countries may not have genotyping information prior to interruption of endemic
transmission, this criterion is not an absolute requirement for determining if elimination
has been achieved at the country level.

Framework for Verifying Elimination of Measles and Rubella

Surveillance indicators

Viral detection: Proportion of laboratory—confirmed chains of transmission with samples
adequate for detecting measles or rubella virus collected and tested in an accredited
laboratory (Target: 280%). The numerator is the number of chains of transmission for
which adequate samples have been submitted for viral detection and the denominator is
the number of chains of transmission identified.

Note: Where possible, samples should be collected from 5-10 cases early in a chain

of transmission and every 2—3 months thereafter if transmission continues. For virus

isolation, adequate throat or urine samples are those collected within 5 days after

rash onset. For virus detection using molecular techniques, adequate throat samples

are those collected up to 14 days after rash onset, and adequate oral fluid samples

are those collected up to 21 days after rash onset.

Framework for Verifying Elimination of Measles and Rubella

Surveillance indicators
Reporting rate of discarded nonmeasles non-rubella cases: Reporting rate of discarded
non-measles non-rubella cases at the national level (Target: 22 cases per 100 000
population per year)
Laboratory confirmation: Proportion of suspected cases with adequate specimens for
detecting acute measles or rubella infection collected and tested in a proficient
laboratory (Target: >80%). Any suspected cases of measles that are not tested by a
laboratory and are (a) confirmed as measles by epidemiological linkage or (b) discarded as
non—measles by epidemiological linkage to another laboratory confirmed communicable
disease case should be excluded from the denominator of suspected cases.
Note: Adequate specimens are: blood sample, minimum of 0.5 ml; dried blood sample,
at least 3 fully filled circles on filter paper collection device; oral fluid, sponge
collection device should be rubbed along the gum until the device is thoroughly wet
(this usually takes one minute). Adequate samples for serology are those collected
within 28 days after rash onset.
Note: a proficient laboratory is one that is WHO accredited and/or has an
established quality assurance programme

Measles Elimination (Definition)

Measles elimination: the absence of endemic
measles transmission in a defined geographical
area (e.g., region or country) for 212 months in
the presence of a well performing surveillance

system.
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227 Meeting of the Technical Advisory Meeting (TAG) on Immunization and Vaccine
Preventable Diseases (VPD) in the Western Pacific Region (WPR)
Manila, 25-27 June 2013

Rubella and CRS elimination
The TAG takes note of the following:

(i) the feasibility of rubella elimination and the platform of measles elimination provide an
opportunity to work toward simultaneous rubella elimination;

(ii) the remaining high burden of rubella and CRS in the WPR, noting that during
2011-2013, at least 3 countries (Japan, Mongolia, and Viet Nam) have experienced
large rubella outbreaks resulting in increased CRS cases;

(iii) the opportunity that as of 2013, six countries and areas have not yet introduced
rubella vaccine into their routine immunization programmes.

Measles elimination

227 Meeting of the Technical Advisory Meeting (TAG) on Immunization and Vaccine
Preventable Diseases (VPD) in the Western Pacific Region (WPR)
Manila, 25-27 June 2013

WPR has made remarkable achievements in eliminating measles with a >99% reduction in
measles cases from 2003 to 2012.

Remaining challenges include the following:

(i) In 2013, measles remains endemic in three countries;

(ii) Several countries and areas have experienced endemic or imported outbreaks.
Rapid and effective strategies and actions are needed to detect and interrupt measles
virus transmission through more sensitive surveillance and to close the remaining
population immunity gaps across the age spectrum.

Recommendations

(1) The TAG urges counties to make sustained, intensified efforts to accelerate progress
towards achieving and sustaining measles elimination, in accordance with the Regional
Committee Resolution WPR/RC63.R5.

(2) The TAG encourages the WHO WPRO and member states to continue to use the
Regional Verification Guidelines for Measles Elimination, and the roles of the RVC and
NVC as an active means of monitoring progress and making adjustments where needed
to improve performance.

Recommendations

(1) The TAG recommends establishing a regional goal of eliminating rubella and CRS, with
a target date to be determined, and including it in the Regional Framework for
Implementation of GVAP in the WPR (2013-2020).

(2) The TAG requests all countries and areas to submit rubella case—based data on
monthly basis to WPRO from January 2014.

(3) The TAG requests the WHO Secretariat to dialogue with countries to develop a
consensus on the appropriate target year for rubella elimination in WPR, for
consideration during the 2014 TAG meeting.

(4) The TAG recommends that Member States to develop joint action plans to synergize
activities for elimination measles and rubella.

(5) All countries should consider selective vaccination of older age groups who are
susceptible to rubella, based on local epidemiology.
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Measles Elimination Field Guide (Draft Version as of 17 March 2013) Indicators of a well-performing surveillance system

Strategies to eliminate measles Western Pacific Region: Measles Elimination Field Guide (Draft Version as of 17 March 2013)

» Achieve and maintain high levels of population immunity INDICATOR (selected) DESCRIPTION TARGET
) ) ) Reporting rate of non— 2 2 cases

» Conduct high quality case—-based measles surveillance measles and non—rubella Annual reporting rate at national level. per 100,000
cases population

> Ensure high quality laboratory performance

, Proportion of 2" level subnational units
Representativeness of

. . . — . . , r ing 2 - —rubella > 809
Ensuring high quality laboratory contribution to surveillance through accredited reporting G:;;ortmg 1203%rz)omeaslelzst.non rube 80%

laboratories that are able to conduct timely and accurate testing of samples to confirm or ©s per ’ popuiation.

discard suspected measles cases and detect measles virus for genotyping and molecular Proportion of suspected measles cases

analysis.

with investigation initiated within 48 hours

of notification, with collection of all 10 core
» Develop and maintain outbreak preparedness, and rapidly respond to measles variables.
outbreaks and manage measles cases.

Adequate investigation rate 2 80%

Proportion of suspected measles cases
(excluding epi-linked cases) with adequate > 80%
specimen collection.

Adequate collection rate
for blood specimens

Proportion of laboratory—confirmed chains
Viral detection of transmission with genotypic data > 80%
available

Figure 1 Flow Chart for measles case classification . )
Western Pacific Region

Based on the national case definition for measles surveillance Measles Elimination Field Guide (Draft Version as of 17 March 2013)

*¢ includes other laboratory canfirmatory tests
»€* Expert Review Committee (ERC)

.

Outbreak response

i rmed Measles
laboratory confirmed measles case should be considered as an outbreak
Adequate rubellatgh+* | 2 y Confirmed Rubelfa Every fy ¢ G
f . eastes zed non-rabelis » Outbreak investigation
» Outbreak response immunization
Suspected » Conduct routine immunization catch—up with high quality
Case* 4 Stk confirmed Bionsios » Conduct a high quality non—selective SIA
Nofinadequate Epi-linked to lah 5. Epiinked cantirmed fubetia
Specimen confirmed rubella -

Cases without Epi- o i
finked to measles or [+ & inieally maastes compativie

ruballa cases H uymc-v i

v
7. Biscarded as non-measles

Conditrmed meastes cases: cases uader damification Y and 4
Non-measies & non-rubelia cases: Total number of cases under classification 3 and 7
Epilinked to laboratery confirmed = cases with a credible mode of transmission from @ laboratory confirmed or another Epi-linked case 7 1o 21 days prior to rash onset

Western Pacific Region: Measles Elimination Field Guide (Draft Version as of 17 March 2013)
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