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Bagging of new Japanese pear variety ‘Kanta’ to improve appearance

OKAZAKI Hitoshi, OSAKT Miyuki, MURAKAMI Norikazu and HIDAKA Teruo

Abstract: The new pear variety "Kanta" bred at the National Agriculture and Food Research

Organization has excellent fruit quality and is a promising alternative to the late maturing

variety "Niitaka". However, the yellowish-brown color of the rind and the high incidence of russet

(corky cell on the surface of fruit and around calyx) will be a challenge for future distribution and

marketing. Therefore, in order to improve the appearance of the fruit, we studied different types

of fruit bag and the timing of bagging. The results revealed that covering the fruit with a double

bag with a high degree of light shading at 80 days after full bloom made the pear look red. In

addition, the bagged fruits had sufficient weight, sugar content, and hardness of rind meeting

consumer preferences.

Key Words: fruit bag, late maturing variety, russet, fruitcork, cork around calyx
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