


Maria A Meza

I C®IC

TZXIFEBERTEEFN I OZ—TFTA A
FTIH. STIFHARTELENTLBSK
AKDAILF¥—TTd, BEILCIERTH. HIC
FOTEFDELAAICIEIKZTREVWDHBD
HEHLAWVWEZIATIR, S, ZAR
FTHEICTTAXIATDOTZAXADE LA
ICEFB LT, LAR—FLTAHEVEBVX
g !

PADTZAXYAT
DT -WEL?

TZXEDCDHBECHEATESONTLS
DIC. EDORHDTT7AVADANTEBED
FICES2T=OTLLESIHD?

RiF. PAUVATHIDFEDBDIA
NETLETT7IZXANBEINTULE
Lo TRZ>DdYAR—=J)L] ® I+
bio TilEss@ixEL. €LT IRTE
V1 BERHEDRIOKSICHERNATWL
L7

LHH. PAUVADHEEICHELA
THHRDEDIC, HEBMETHEZ PO
—Hh 54X (IR - XILFAE) H TN
TWE L, #F0O0—H517XIC& o
T, B&2ERBETEK-DTLES &L
SKHBEBHDH OT-OTITHNLET !

Sept. 10 2025

TP=-X IRrE]

TAVADFEHBIE THICED] &
WO BAYZ RS Gh ofcfcdd. 7= X
RTE>] TR BICTOH TR—F
V1 ELTHEERSNI A HBD FT,
BRBEVIICCABDLDORHD ET .
"These donuts are great. Jelly filled are my
favorite."
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One Piece also underwent big changes for

I NTRO D U CTI o N American TV. Everything from character

outfits, weapon designs, and even storylines,

Anime was bom in Japan, but today if's a  Were adjusted for U.S. viewers. In “One

wildly popular form of entertainment enjoyed Piece”, the original Japanese version, Sanji is

holding a cigarette instead of a lollipop.

all over the world. What's fascinating is how
the same shows can be experienced so
differently depending on the country. This
time, | want to focus on how anime is

enjoyed in the United States.

FROM TV SCREENS
TO STREAMING
PLATFORMS

Anime originated in Japan, but how did it
make its way into the hands of American
fans? Before the era of instant streaming,
anime was already making waves on
American TV. Classics like

Dragon Ball, Naruto, Yu-Gi-Ohl, and
Pokémon were household names, airing on
Saturday mornings. But bringing anime to the
U.S. wasn't just about translating words—it
meant localizing the entire experience.
English dubbing, cultural adjustments, and
edits for “kid-friendly” standards were
common. Sometimes the results were

hilarious.

For example, In America kids didn’t know what
onigiri (rice balls) were, so in the English version
of Pokémon, they were translated as donuts.
There's a famous line: "These donuts are great.

Jelly filled are my favorite."

The screen clearly showed onigiri!
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After 2007, Netflix shifted from DVD rentals

to streaming, and anime became easier than
ever to watch. Even people who weren't into
anime before could try it anytime, leading to

a huge surge in anime fans.

THE MANGA

HUNT IN
AMERICA

Back then, | loved buying manga in English at
big bookstores, which carried everything,

including smaller titles you wouldn't expect.

But at $7 a book (about 1,000 yen), collecting

manga was a luxury. Unlike Japanese kids who
have shelves packed full of series, In America,

| had to choose carefully when buying a

manga book.

Now, with the weak yen making Japanese
goods cheaper than ever, manga and anime
merch are fueling a full-on Japan boom

around the world.

el b
)
-
A

A




Sept. 10 2025

Maria A Meza

ANIME EVENTS:
AMERICA’S DIY
COMIKET

About ten years ago, Japanese anime goods

were much harder to find and xpensive.

Even a small, imported hair clip « ost THE WEAK YEN
$20 (around 3,000 yen) in the U.S.! Kic C

owned inese items were admired as

th yned a luxury brand item. E F F E CT

Since authentic Japanese products wer

scarce, American fans bought Chinese-mac
: ¥ : ‘ Nowadays, thanks to the weak yen, you

anime merchandise or even handmac

can buy second-hand anime figures in

Japan for as little as $3 (around 500

yen). In the U.S., finding anime goods

anime-inspired goods instead. Anime events
were where people could buy goods, meet
other fans, and recreate the Japanese anime
: : : that cheap is nearly impossible. What
experience in their own way.
used to be out of reach is now
affordable, whether at anime events or
even regular stores. This has also inspired
more foreigners to visit Japan, with anime

becoming one of the main reasons

people want to come.
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