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50 States of America: Southern States Part 2

Kentucky

® Kentucky's nickname is The Bluegrass State. This is because bluegrass is found in
many of the lawns and pastures throughout the state (particularly in the northern
part of Kentucky - including the metropolitan areas of Lexington and Louisville).

® Birthplace of Bourbon

Tennessee

® The nickname Volunteer State comes from the impressive volunteer work during
the War of 1812 (an estimated 20,000 troops volunteered to fight), and in the
Mexican-American War of 1846 (30,000 Tennesseans enlisted).

Alabama

® (Called the Heart of Dixie because Montgomery, Alabama, was the first Confederate
capital.

® In the 1950s and 60s, Alabama was at the center of the civil rights movement. Rosa
Parks, remembered for the important role she played in the civil rights movement,
refused to give up her seat on a bus to a white man in Montgomery sparking many
protests against segregation. These protests were often led by Martin Luther King,
Jr.

® Birthplace of Helen Keller.

Mississippi

® Mississippi, meaning “big river,” comes from the Ojibwe language. The state is
named after the Mississippi River, and the Ojibway lived in northern Minnesota
where the river begins.

® The King of Rock, Elvis Presley was born in Mississippi

Arkansas

® Arkansas is nicknamed the Natural State because of its beautiful lakes, rivers,
mountains, and wildlife.

® Crater of Diamonds is one of the only places in the world where the public can

search for real diamonds in their original volcanic source. A recent notable find was

a 8.52-carat diamond found in 2015.



6. Louisiana

® [Louisiana was named after King Louis XIV when the land was claimed for France in
1862.
® The city of New Orleans was founded in 1718, and just a few years later many
African people were brought to the city as slaves. The mix of African, French, and
Spanish influences gave Louisiana, and particularly the city of New Orleans, a
unique culture.
7. Oklahoma
® Many Native Americans were forced to leave their homelands in the eastern United
States and relocate to present day Oklahoma in 1830.
® The state’s nickname, Sooner State comes from the name given to the settlers that
raced into parts of Oklahoma when they were allowed to claim land for themselves
in 1889 before the territory was officially open to them.
® The first shopping cart was invented in Oklahoma
8. Texas
® Texas is nicknamed the Lone Star State because in 1836, when the Republic of Texas
declared itself an independent nation from Mexico, it flew a flag with a single star on
it. Texas became the 28 state of America in 1845.
® Birthplace of Beyoncé



