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Sweet 16
In the states 16 is a special number, especially to teens. It is the age where they are
considered young adults and their maturity and coming of age is celebrated. People
celebrate in various ways from lavish parties to modest parties at home, and there is even
a TV show that features some of the most lavish sweet sixteen parties held. Today I’d like
to share the most insane Sweet 16 birthday party | found online as well as my own
experience.

Featured on MTV’s ‘My Super Sweet 16°, a TV show that documents the lives of
teenagers with wealthy parents that throw lavish, excessive, and expensive coming of age
celebrations for their children. One of the most notable parties on the show was for Aaron
Reid, the son of the music mogul, L.A. Reid. Because he had moved from Atlanta to New
York since turning 15, and being in a new environment is tough, his dad rented out the
40/40 club owned by Jay-Z for his 16th birthday. He then spent $10,000 with his 100 new
found friends, who were welcomed with a red carpet and a performance by Kanye West
and P. Diddy. Hiring Kanye West for the night can cost $3 million, while Diddy most
likely charges more. Kind of crazy right?

Regarding my birthday party. America has a store called Party City, and there they sell
balloons, cutlery, decorations for parties of all sorts. Of course, they sell decorations with
Sweet 16 themes so that's where my parents went to buy the goods. | had my celebration
at home, so we made a photobooth, had cake, a disco ball in the family room, a delicious
meal, and of course my friends to celebrate with. It was at home but we all dressed up in
cute dresses, had mini tiaras, and enjoyed each other's company.

Unlike Japan where the coming of age is 20, and only 20, America notably has three; 16,
18, and 21. Each of these ages have an important milestone associated with it. At 16, a
teen can start to drive, which is why some parents give their children cars on their 16th
birthday.

Now, my sweet 16 celebration was far from anything that would be featured on TV, but
one thing | can say for sure is that | had a blast. Regarding the car though, I did begin
taking courses on driving at 15 and a half so | can take the test and start driving at 16,
something very common in America. Unfortunately, | never actually finished that online
course, so | never ended up getting my parents old Toyota Camry at 16 but that’s a story
for another time.



