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Hello everyone, it’s the American CIR, Tina!

Prom. A glamorous world with sparkling dresses, limousines, and dancing the
night away: every high schoolers dream. Am I wrong to say that this is the image that
we have when we watch the movies? Oh, for those of you that were like, “what is prom?”
if you have seen ‘Hana Yori Dango 2’ episode 11, more specifically from 44 minutes and
50 seconds to 56 minutes and 30 seconds you may have an idea, but it is basically a
dance party. Of course, you don’t have to go in pairs and is perfectly acceptable to go
with friends. In fact, I think it’s more fun that way. Prom its self is around 2 to 4 hours
but if you include the time to get ready and the after party, it really is an all-day event.
And because you need to choose your partner and group to go with ahead of time, Prom
is a hot topic among high schoolers for months.

Have you ever heard of the word ‘Promposal’? It’s a word made by putting
together prom and proposal. Asking someone to prom is also a huge event in high
school and usually the guys ask the girls, but in recent years there are many girls that
ask guys as well. It’s called promposal because people get so extra with how they ask a
person to prom that it’s almost like they’re proposing them to get married. Flowers and
posters are the norm, but people have been getting very creative as cake, stuffed
animals, shirtless guys, balloons, and marching bands are joining the mix. It’s almost
like a scene from a movie and you can expect to see a crowd around a promposal. Of
course, there are those who want to avoid getting asked to prom by someone they don’t
want to go with. In fact, my friend left school early to avoid getting asked one time and
the flowers and stuffed animals that were left without a place to go ended up with my
friends’ cousin, and my friends’ cousins’ mom still has the stuffed animal sitting on her
desk at work. Stuff like this happens all the time during prom season, but what’s most
dreaded by the females attending prom is wearing the same dress as somebody else.
Prom is your special day, where you are the star so having the same dress as somebody
else is like a guest at your wedding wearing the same dress as you. In fact, I have heard
of a story where a mother of a girl attending prom went around town buying the same
dress as her daughter to make sure that no one else would be wearing it, of course with
the intention of returning it all after prom.

On the day of prom, you take photos at nice gardens or parks with your group
and if you are going in a pair you would exchange a corsage and boutonniere. A corsage
1s an accessory a girl puts on her wrist and a boutonniere is an accessory a boy would
put on his chest. The boy prepares the corsage and the girl prepares the boutonniere.
Once the photos are taken, you hop on a limousine and go to a nice restaurant to have
dinner before heading to the prom venue.

Once you are at the venue, it is pretty common to see girls taking off their

stilettos to dance the night away, and the occasional pairs that get awkward when a
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slow dance comes up. During prom, the King and Queen are announced, kind of like a
Miss Contest and Mister Contest held in Japan. The voting is held prior to prom among
the senior class.

Prom is similar to Japans’ Coming of Age Ceremony, as you are considered an
adult at 18. It may seem like prom is expensive, and it definitely is, but from what I
heard, it’s more expensive to rent a furisode (kimono worn by the girl) and have photos
taken for the coming of age ceremony. Although, Japan and America are different
countries, it seems like there is no difference in wanting to go all out for an event that

symbolizes becoming an adult.
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