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Back to School in America

Hello everyone! My name is Tina Sato and I am from California. I will be in charge of
writing the CIR report for America starting today. I hope you enjoy them!

You may have noticed but my last name is Sato. I heard that it is the most common last
name in Japan. The reason why I have a Japanese last name is because my parents
immigrated to America from Japan around 27 years ago. Therefore I am a second

generation Japanese American.

I lived a lifestyle where I spoke Japanese in the house and English outside. According
to my mom I came home one day after preschool and was speaking English.

California, the sate I was raised in, has a lot of amazing points. People from other
states hold an image of California as a happy go lucky state filled with blonde girls
walking around in bikinis saying “OMG” in the typical valley girl accent. This isn’t
completely false. But if I were to rectify one thing, it would be that it’s not just blonde
girls walking around. In fact, there are more minorities in the California than
Caucasians. Thanks to this diversity, we can enjoy foods from all over the world and

sometimes even experience fusion foods from multiple countries.

However, I believe one of the most appealing things about California; the reason why
people come flocking to this state, is in the schools. In America, high school is part of
compulsory education and a lot of people go to university. In California alone, there are
over 400 colleges, some of which include the University of California, California State
University, a load of private and community colleges. One of the university systems,
the University of California, has 9 campuses and prides itself in having world class
education and research facilities. Because of this, there are many students from other
states as well as around the globe that attend. In fact, the University of California
Davis, which I attended, had many exchange students from Tokyo University and

Waseda University.

September in America is the start of a new school year. Elementary school children are
most likely thrilled to go back to school after the 3 month long summer break. When I
was in elementary school I would always be waiting by the door of my new classroom
wondering how the year would go, where my seat will be and just overall be excited for
this new start. The class you are assigned to is announced around 2 weeks prior to the
start of school. This is because based on the assigned teacher, the school supply list
differs. A school supply list is a piece of paper with a list of school materials that the
teacher recommends you to buy for the year, as well as a list that asks for donations
like tissue paper that would be used in the classroom. During this time, large

companies like Target put out huge displays to promote back to school supplies. Buying



cute stationary and pens were the highlight of my summer back in the day.

When you go into middle school, you are able to choose elective classes. For example,
art classes, music classes, computer related classes and the list goes on. Therefore, 1
would be in distress on which class I should choose. For people that are indecisive like
me, there was a program called zero period. This allows you choose 2 elective courses in
exchange for going to PE at 7am in the morning, so you have space in your day to take
that extra course. I personally chose orchestra and a painting class.

A big difference between elementary school and middle school is that you are given
your own locker. In middle school, the textbooks become very large and are
approximately 5cm thick. To make sure these students who are in their growth spurts
have a lighter load on their backs, lockers become a necessity. This is especially because
unlike Japan, America does not have a home room class where you have your own desk;
therefore the only place to store things will be in a locker. You will also spot many
students stopping by their lockers in between classes to drop stuff off or take stuff out.
And because these lockers become the students for 2 years, many of them would
decorate it to their liking. So during back to school season you will see many stores sell

items such as magnetic mirrors and pen holders.

September has always been a month of new beginnings for me. As the new American
CIR I would like to share my knowledge of America to the best of my abilities.
Thank you for reading this!



