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Martin Luther King Jr.

January 15 marks a special day in the U.S.—the birth of one of the
greatest civil rights activist, Martin Luther King, Jr. He i1s known for
his nonviolent protests speaking out against discrimination as well

as his “I Have a Dream” speech advocating civil rights for all and an

end to racism in the U.S.

King became a prominent figure in the civil rights
movement starting from the 1955 bus boycotts in
Montgomery. The boycotts initiated when Rosa Parks, an
African-American woman, refused to give up her bus seat to
white passengers and was subsequently arrested and fined.

Afterwards, King gave powerful speeches stating the

unfairness in the treatment of African-Americans, and thus
sparked the 382 days of people refusing to use the bus system. Eventually, Montgomery

lifted the law on segregated public transportation.

King and other fellow activists went to Birmingham,
Alabama, a place at that time that was greatly segregated
in order to shed light to the injustices. In one of the
peaceful protests with elementary school to university
students, the protestors were driven away by police with
fire hoses and aggressive dogs. King was arrested for his

involvement in the protests. In jail, he wrote his famous
“Letter from Birmingham Jail” which reiterates the necessity of nonviolent resistance
and states the importance of moral responsibility to act when there is injustice.

In 1963, King organized a march on Washington where
250,000 supporters came. This is where he delivered his
L+~ famous “I Have a Dream” speech which outlines his vision of
a day when all men could be equal. This brought attention to
the movement from all over the country, and people began to

question segregation.



A year after King’s famous speech, President Lyndon B.
Johnson passed the Civil Rights Act of 1964 which
prohibited all racial discrimination based on race, color,
religion, sex, or national origin. King also received the

Nobel Peace Prize that year for his nonviolent protests to

end racial discrimination. In 1983, President Ronald
Reagan signed Martin Luther King Jr. Day a federal holiday observed every third
Monday in dJanuary from 1986. People now commemorate his life’s work by
volunteering.

Even when many people were against him and he faced
constant death threats, he spoke out on what he believed and
~ ' took action through nonviolent means. His ideals on civil
rights are remembered and relevant even today. As citizens

we all hope that his words will be achieved where “people will

not be judged by the color of their skin, but by the content of

their character.”



