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How many miles are in a kilometer?

For those of you who have traveled to the U.S., you
may have been confused by the road signs listing
distances in miles, body weight scales measuring in
pounds, or milk sold by the gallon. While the metric
system 1s used all around the world, the United States
1s the only industrialized country that has not

mandated the compulsory use of this system.

The origins of measurements used in the United States dates back to when colonists
from the British Empire moved to the new land and brought with them the British
Imperial System, a system which included measurements such as yard, mile, acre,
gallon, and pound. While the metric system had been adopted in the majority of Europe
by 1865, the U.S. only recognized the use of the metric system in 1866 but continued

using the imperial system and later a modified form called the U.S. customary

measurement system.

There have been many efforts to promote the use of the

metric system in the U.S. such as the Metric Conversion
Y Act in 1975 which made the conversion to the metric
: :‘* system voluntary, and amendments in 1988 that listed
3 the metric system as the preferred system of weights
/” and measures for U.S. trade and commerce and
required federal agencies to use this method by the end

of 1992 in its procurements, grants, and other business-related activities.

Even though there have been efforts made to change wvik w
the current US customary units such as listing both B —FamiLvFARws i
milliliters as well as the US customary units on
liquid packages at supermarkets, the change has
been slow due to the costs of changing to another v | MILK

method as well as the unyieldingness of what is Wise:|  LECHE B
familiar and easiest to the person. So if you ever k
come to the United States, it would be helpful to

remember that 1 kilometer 1s 0.62 miles.




