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“Recruiting New Interpreters!”

As of today, the International Division is looking for interpreters who can communicate with
aliens from outer space. April Fool! As | write this, today falls on April 1, the day where it’s no

forgivable to pull jokes on people and then call them an “April Fool” for believing it. While Vy
this is not a public holiday in the U.S., it sure does not stop others from playing pranks on ’7”
people. am——

The origin of April Fools’ Day is not clear, but one of the oldest associations can be seen from Geoffrey Chaucer’s
The Canterbury Tales written in 1392 with one of the stories being a fox playing a prank on a rooster. Readers read
that the prank was pulled on March 32 or April 1. Historians have said that it may have been a misprint in the story,
and the prank was actually played 32 days after March or May 2. If it was done on April 1, then the story is one of
the oldest references to April 1. Another origin has been said that in 16th century Europe, the calendar for the New
Year lied on March 25 instead of January 1. Those who continued to celebrate New Year’s in April were considered
to be fooled by the new date. The other possible origins could be linked to festivals such as the Romans celebrating
Hilaria, the Hindus celebrating Holi, and the Jewish celebrating Purim.

This holiday is celebrated mainly in North America and Europe; however,
Japan has also pulled its fair share of pranks throughout the years, such as
the Burger King chain store selling a limited edition flame-broiled meat
cologne available only on that April 1. If you’d like to pull a prank of

your own, some famous and harmless pranks are setting a person’s clock

an hour earlier or telling them their zippers are undone when they’re not. Over the Internet, there is a famous link
that gets passed around. Do not worry, it’s not a virus, but when you click it, you are linked to the music video
“Never Gonna Give You Up” by Rick Astley. If you fall prey to it, people say you’ve been rickrolled. Be wary on
this day, or you may find yourself being an April Fool.



