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Time-Saving Technique for Harvesting Blueberries by
Shaking onto a Net Placed Under the Crown

Miyuki OSAKI, Makoto YASUNAGA and Yukio NAKATANI

Abstract: We aimed to shorten the blueberry harvest time by shaking the branch, dropping
the fruit onto a net placed under a blueberry crown, and gathering the fruit from the net. The
shape of the blueberry tree was modified to the "Kakinejitate" form to simplify installation of
the net under the crown, and then the growth, yield, fruit quality, and work efficiency were
evaluated. There was no difference in the yield and quality of the blueberries collected from
bushes of the modified "Kakinejitate" form and those of the original form. Further, by setting
up a net under the crown of the tree modified to "Kakinejitate", shaking off the fruit on the net,
the time required to perform the work involved in harvesting could be reduced. "Kakinejitate"
form was proven to be an effective time-saving method for harvesting, and this reduction
effect in harvesting time was more substantial as one-time harvest amount increased. In
particular, among nine varieties of blueberry tested, the suitable varieties for both the
"Kakinejitate" and harvesting method by shaking were 'Tifblue’' and 'Baldwin'.
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