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Control of Tbleria romanovi (Leech) on Grape Trees with a Light Reflection Sheet

Toshikazu KAWAMURA, Yoshiyuki HONDA and Tetsuhiro IWAMOTO

Abstract: The infestation of 7bleria romanovi larvae under the rough skin of the main trunk and main
branch of the grape tree leads to high mortality. Expansion of such damage in Yamaguchi Prefecture was
confirmed in 2011. Use of a light reflection sheet can disturb the light response and hinder the flight of the
adult 7" romanovi. In this study, we examined whether or not a light reflection sheet could prevent damage
induced by the larvae to grape trees. The light reflection sheet was placed over the main trunk or surface
under the grapes and the damage status was regularly monitored. The damage was reduced to some extent,
but covering the main trunk also appeared to negatively affect the growth of vines. The number of intruding
larvae on the covered surface was about 1/4 less than that of the control, with the most notable reduction in
the main trunk. Thus, the light reflection sheet was considered to have a good effect for preventing damage.

The material cost per year was estimated to be 13,672 yen per 10 acres for effective control. This method

represents an economically practical means of pest control.
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